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2020: Two Concurrent Challenges
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Wildfire Season COVID-19 Pandemic



Smoke Messaging: Key Priorities
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Clarity

Consistency

Avoid
Confusion



Best Practices

• Develop talking points early
• Know your audience

• How do they get information?
• Use plain language

• Make it visual
• Build relationships
• Work together!
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Smoke Messaging at CARB
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STAY INSIDE!



Smoke Messaging at CARB

• New and updated infographics coming soon
• CARB website & social media
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https://ww2.arb.ca.gov/protecting-yourself-wildfire-smoke
https://twitter.com/AirResources


Smoke Messaging Resources

• Clean Air Rooms Campaign 
• Santa Barbara County APCD
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https://www.ourair.org/062320-news/


Smoke Messaging Resources

• ALERTWildfire Camera Network
• University Consortium Project (UNR, UCSD, UO)
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http://www.alertwildfire.org/tahoe/index.html?v=81e003f


Smoke Messaging Resources

• Wildfire Smoke and COVID-19: FAQ Document
• Published by USDA (USFS & CDC)
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Lfc1I_PMZFAWZack2cqtUlBmBXLpve0Q/view


Smoke Messaging Resources

• Wildfire Guide Post-Publication Updates
• US EPA and CDC
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https://www.airnow.gov/wildfire-guide-post-publication-updates/


Smoke Messaging Resources

• Smoke-Ready Toolbox
• US EPA
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https://www.epa.gov/smoke-ready-toolbox-wildfires


Smoke Messaging Resources

• California Smoke Blog
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http://californiasmokeinfo.blogspot.com/


California Smoke Spotter App

• Designed to track smoke 
from Prescribed Fires

• Shows smoke from all 
sources, including wildfires

• Currently in testing phase
• Tentative launch: August 

(subject to change)
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Thank You!
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Ann Hobbs
Associate Planner

Placer County APCD
Ahobbs@placer.ca.gov
Office: (530) 745-2327 
Cell: (530) 308-2286

Contact Us

Amy MacPherson
Public Information Officer 

CARB
Amy.MacPherson@arb.ca.gov

Cell: (916) 397-3517
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