
General Plan Annual Progress Report 

Year 2023 

County of Colusa 

Prepared by Colusa County  
Department of Community Development 

1213 Market Street 
Colusa, CA 95932 

(530) 458-0480

April 23, 2024



General Plan Annual Progress Report 2023 
 

 
County of Colusa   Page 1     
  

  
 

 
Table of Contents 

 
                Page 

 
I. Introduction 2 

 
II. Plans, Projects, and Accomplishments 3 

 
III. General Plan Elements 14 

    
IV. General Plan and Zoning Code Updates 14 
 
V. State Annual General Plan Report Forms 14 

 
VI. Conclusion 15 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

Appendix “A” Government Code Section 65400 
 
Appendix “B” Housing and Community Development Annual Housing Element 

Progress Report Forms (Attached) 
 

Appendix “C” General Description of the County’s 11 General Plan Elements



General Plan Annual Progress Report 2023 
 

 
County of Colusa   Page 2     
  

  
 

I. Introduction 
 
This report has been prepared pursuant to the requirements of Government Code Section 
65400.  Guidance for preparation of the report is provided by the Governor’s Office of 
Planning and Research (OPR)1. 
 
The purpose of this document is to report on Colusa County’s progress in implementing its 
General Plan.  The document was provided to the Planning Commission and Board of 
Supervisors for their review on March 6, 2024 and April 23, 2024 respectively, and will be 
submitted to California Department of Housing and Community Development (HCD) and the 
Governor’s Office of Planning and Research (OPR) per State law. 
  
Background 
 
The County adopted a comprehensive update to its General Plan on July 31, 2012.  The 
planning process for the update took several years, many public hearings and meetings, and 
substantial effort on the part of County staff, the Board of Supervisors, the Planning 
Commission, local organizations, interest groups, and the general public. 
 
The Plan replaced, reformatted, and updated the County’s General Plan in its entirety.  In 
addition to the many working documents, staff reports, and outreach materials, the Plan resulted 
in the following major documents that are utilized on a day-to- day basis in the County’s 
planning processes: 
 
• Background Report 
• Issues and Opportunities Report 
• Land Use and Circulation Diagrams 
• Environmental Impact Report (EIR) 
 
The entirety of the General Plan is available on the County’s website at the following link:   
https://www.countyofcolusa.org/index.aspx?NID=137. 
 
Informational Document 
 
This document is a reporting document, and does not create or alter policy.  The content is 
provided for informational purposes only, and is exempt from the requirements of the California 
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) per Guidelines Section 15306, Information Collection. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

1 General Plan Annual Progress Report Guidance. State of California, Governor’s Office of Planning and Research, 
State Clearinghouse and Planning Unit. Please refer to https://www.hcd.ca.gov/planning-and-community-
development/annual-progress-reports 
 
 

https://www.countyofcolusa.org/index.aspx?NID=137
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Organization 
 
The format of the report includes the introduction, a summary of projects and 
accomplishments, and information on each General Plan element.  Following these sections, 
the County’s continuing efforts to address minor implementation issues, compliance 
activities, and changes in state law requiring updates to the General Plan and Zoning 
Ordinance are addressed.  Appendix A includes Government Code Section 65400.  Appendix 
B includes the HCD reporting forms. 
 
 
II. Plans, Projects, and Accomplishments 
 
The Colusa County Community Development Department is comprised of six different 
functions including building, planning, environmental health, and code compliance.  The 
following discussion provides a brief overview of the activities of the building, planning unit, 
environmental health division, and the and code compliance unit in 2023. 
 
Building Unit 
 
As shown in Figure 1 below, the County’s Building Unit received 415 building permit 
applications in 2023, a slight increase over the number or permits received in 2022 (395).  
 

 
 
As shown in Figure 2, revenue received in 2023 totaled just over $290,000; a slight increase over 
the revenue received in 2022 and generally in line with the additional number of permits 
received. 
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Since building permit revenue (plan checks and permits fees) is derived from the valuation of the 
building permits, it was expected that the valuation of 2023 building permits would be greater 
than that of the valuation of 2022 building permits.  However, as shown in Figure 3, the 
valuation of building permits received in 2023 was significantly lower than that of the 2022 
building permits, as well as the building permit valuations of 2022 and 2021. 
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One primary reason that the valuation for permits in 2023 was lower than expected is that there 
was a significant number of permits submitted for smaller building jobs.  The average value of 
permits submitted in 2023 was just over $56,000, while the average value of permits submitted in 
2022 was just under $111,000.   
 
In addition to the lower valuation amount in 2023, another factor that led to an increase in the 
2022 building permit valuation was that a building permit for the Aymium repurpose of the 
former Olam tomato processing plant was submitted with a valuation of over $10,000,000.   Staff 
has recently discussed the status with Aymium representatives and we expect the project to move 
forward in 2024; which will result in a skewing of the 2024 revenue as the building permit is 
estimated to be approximately $35,000. 
 
Planning Unit 
 
Table 1 below shows the number of applications submitted to the Planning Unit from 2020 
through 2023.  This information is shown graphically in Figure 4. 
 
As is shown, in 2023 a total of 55 planning applications were submitted; the highest number 
since 2020 when a total of 47 applications were filed, and nearly a 53% increase over the 36 
applications filed in 2022.  Home Occupation Permits (14) were the most frequently filed 
applications followed by Lot Line Adjustment (12) applications and Administrative Permits (7) 
(signs, temporary uses, accessory dwelling units, and animal density permit) and Use Permits (7). 
 
 

Table 1 
Number of Planning Permits Submitted 

     
  2020 2021 2022 2023 
GPA's 1 2 1 3 
Rezones 1 5 4 4 
Maps 7 6 1 3 
UP's 5 9 4 7 
LLA's 19 5 10 12 
Variances 2 4 3 5 
Admin 12 6 10 7 
HOP 0 1 3 14 

TOTALS 47 38 36 55 
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Environmental Health Division 
 
Table 2 below shows the number of food facility inspections that were performed by the 
Environmental Health Division from 2020 through 2023.  This information is shown 
graphically in Figure 5. 
 

Table 2 
Food Year Over Year Comparison 

Month 2020 2021 2022 2023 
January                 33                  14                  25  28 
February                 27                  16                  38  26 
March                 20                  17                  42  29 
April                   -                    17                  38  32 
May                   9                  19                  32  25 
June                 34                  26                  33  18 
July                 29                  18                  14  17 
August                 33                    4                    4  25 
September                 38                  12                  13  30 
October                 11                  26                  20  27 
November                 12                  53                   -    23 
December                 10                  11                  46  27 

TOTAL 256 233 305 307 
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As is shown, in 2023 a total of 307 food facility inspections were performed; the highest number 
over the last 4 years.  There are currently some 160 food facilities throughout the County. State  
 
regulations require at least one inspection each year but the Division has a goal of conducting two 
inspections per facility per year. The reason is that the more frequent the inspection, the better the 
opportunity to establish good working relationships with the operators and also compliance issues 
can be caught at the earliest possible time before they become a larger issue.  During 2023, the 
Division was down one of the three budgeted inspectors throughout the year.  Despite this 
challenge, the Division worked hard at meeting the 2-inspection per year per facility goal and was 
just short at 1.96 inspections per facility on average. 
 
Table 3 below shows the number of Certified Unified Program Agency (CUPA) inspections that 
were performed by the Environmental Health Division from 2020 through 2023.  CUPA 
inspections involve hazard materials that are used and/or sold by business throughout the County.  
This information is shown graphically in Figure 6. 
 
As is shown, in 2023 a total of 213 CUPA inspections were performed; roughly similar to the 
number of inspections in 2022.  Both the 2022 and 2023 number of inspections were 
approximately 20 percent lower than the number of inspections performed in 2020 and 2021.  The 
basic reason is that during 2020 and 2021 additional inspections were performed to implement the 
current inspection goal to maintain a six-month buffer of the required inspections which the 
Division is now successfully maintaining.  Normally, underground tank inspections are required 
annually and inspections for the other CUPA programs (above ground tanks, hazardous materials, 
hazardous waste, and Cal ARP station source facilities) are mandated once every three years. 
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Table 3 
CUPA Year Over Year Comparison 

Month 2020 2021 2022 2023 
January                 31                  20                  23  13 
February                 23                  30                  19  12 
March                 31                  32                  18  21 
April                  12                  22                    7  16 
Mau                 10                  24                  26  13 
June                 23                  21                  13  32 
July                 17                  19                  18  18 
August                 18                  18                  24  19 
September                 31                  26                  14  18 
October                 37                  19                  23  15 
November                 19                  21                  14  14 
December                 15                  10                  17  22 

TOTAL               267  262 216 213 
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Code Compliance Unit 
 
Table 4 below shows the number of code compliance complaints that were performed by the Code 
Compliance Unit of the Community Development Department from 2020 through 2023.  This 
information is shown graphically in Figure 7. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
As is shown, in 2023 a total of 45 code compliance complaints were submitted.  Over the last 4 
years the number of filed complaints has fluctuated from a high of 64 complaints received in 
2020, down to 47 complaints in 2021, up to 59 complaints in 2022, and back down to 45 
complaints in 2023.  Last year the greatest number of complaints received involved substandard 

Table 4 
Code Compliance Complaints Yearly Comparisons 

Category 2020 2021 2022 2023 
Vehicles 4 3 7 1 
Animals 6 6 4 4 
Building 14 20 18 8 
Env Health 8 1 0 2 
Nuisance 9 5 15 10 
Land Use 9 3 5 8 
Housing 7 4 6 11 
Misc. 7 5 4 1 

Totals 64 47 59 45 
Percent Closed 95% 96% 80% 64% 
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housing (11 – basically unpermitted occupancy of recreation vehicles), closely followed by public 
nuisances (10 – odor, noise, garbage, etc…) and zoning violations (8 – unpermitted uses) and 
building violations (8 – unpermitted building activity.) 
 
Table 4 also shows the success rate of closing code compliance complaints.  As is shown, the 
success rate of closing cases declined from a high of 96% in 2021, to 80% in 2022, and 64% in 
2023.  The principal reason for the decline in case closure over the last two years is that at the end 
of 2021, the County’s Building Inspector accepted another job and the County’s Code 
Compliance Officer provided building inspection support throughout 2022 and into 2023.  The 
Code Compliance officer had been cross trained to perform a number of typical building 
inspections and he spent more than 50% of his time providing building inspection support.   In 
February 2023, the vacant building inspector position was filled. 
 
With respect to the decline in the closure rate in 2023, at the end of 2022 the County’s Assistant 
Planner went on an unexpected leave of absence and the Code Compliance Officer was tasked 
with providing support in the Planning Unit.  The 64% closure rate in 2023 can be attributed to the 
Compliance Officer spending considerable time providing planning support as well as case 
closures also overlap calendar years.  For example, of the 11 compliance cases submitted since 
October 2023, only 6 or 55% have been closed.  In 2023, 7 cases from 2022 and 1 case from 2021 
was closed.  In 2022, 8 cases from 2021 and 1 from 2020 was closed.  In 2021, 10 cases from 
2020 were closed.  As illustrated, over time the percentage of compliance cases closed will 
increase. 
 
In February 2024, an Assistant Planner was hired allowing the Code Compliance Officer to spend 
a greater percentage of time performing code compliance duties; although cross training in both 
building and planner functions will continue. 
 
Projects Reviewed During 2023 
 
The following list of projects were the most notable projects processed to the Planning 
Commission and Board of Supervisors in 2023. 

General Plan Amendments:  

➢ PD-23-24: Terry Talbot (CCFS) 
○ The Board of Supervisors approved a General Plan Amendment to change land use from 

Agricultural General (AG) to Industrial (I) to provide for an expansion of an existing 
farm supply business. Additionally, the Board approved a concurrent Zoning Amendment 
that changed the zoning of the same land from Exclusive Agriculture (E-A) to Light 
Industrial (M-1).  

Williamson Act Contracts: 

➢ Contracts WA#23-01 + WA#23-02  
○ The Board of Supervisors approved the required Williamson Act findings for a Lot Line 

Adjustment (LLA) application to adjust the boundaries between the two large agricultural 



General Plan Annual Progress Report 2023 
 

 
County of Colusa   Page 11     
  

  
 

parcels to align with the centerlines of existing onsite drainage ditches, and to enlarge a  
smaller parcel with the residence (Lot 3).  In addition, the Board approved the 
Williamson Act contracts recession and reentry for the properties.  

➢ Contracts WA#23-03 + WA#23-04: Barham/Hutton Family Trust, Argo Revocable Inter 
Vivos Trust 
○ The Board of Supervisors approved the Williamson Act findings for a Lot Line 

Adjustment (LLA) application  between two agricultural parcels located west of 
Princeton on the border of Glenn County.  In addition, the Board approved the 
Williamson Act contracts recession and reentry for the properties.  The action resulted in 
no net decrease of acreage subject to the contracts.  In addition, a variance application 
approved to allow the transfer of an agricultural air strip between properties. (see 
Variance PD-22-35).  

Tentative Parcel Maps: 

➢ PD-23-40 
○ The Board of Supervisors approved a Planning Commission recommendation for a 

Tentative Parcel Map (TPM) to subdivide an existing 120-acre Arbuckle property into the 
following parcels: (1) 48.61 acre parcel, (2) 65.38 acre parcel, and (3) 6.4 acre parcel. 
The larger parcels will remain zoned Exclusively Agriculture (E-A), while the smaller 
parcel will be rezoned from E-A to Airport (A-V). Historically, this parcel has been 
leased by Pacific Valley Aviation (PVA) for agricultural aerial application operations 
(aircraft and helicopter); adoption of the Zoning change reflects this current use. 

➢ PD-23-06: Travis Roberts, Kalfsbeek Living Trust 
○ The Board of Supervisors approved a resolution that authorized the recordation of a 

Planning Commission approved Tentative Parcel Map (TPM) to divide an existing 80-
acre property into two 40-acre parcels near the community of College City.  

Variances: 

➢  PD-23-39: Promotion Plus Sign Co.  
○ The Planning Commission approved a sign Variance for three (3) signs for a gas 

service station. The signs exceeded the height and area standards in the County 
Zoning Code. The variances were permitted due to special circumstances [Section 44-
1.80.050(A)].  

➢ PD-22-35: Thomas Harris 
○ The Planning Commission approved a Variance in the minimum parcel size due to 

special circumstances. The Planning Commission variance allowed a lot line adjustment 
to create a 36.1+ acre parcel which is below the 40-acre minimum of the zoning to allow 
the transfer of an agricultural airstrip. 
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Use Permits:  
 
➢ UP-20-02: Clinton Wills 

○ The Planning Commission approved a Use Permit time extension to construct a public 
storage facility. The project is located between the Sacramento River (east of SR 45) and 
Prince Street in Princeton. Storage facilities in C-2 Zoned Districts (Community 
Commercial) require a use permit [Section 44-2.40.30] to ensure compatibility with the 
surrounding area.  

➢ UP-21-19: Erin Heupel (Aymium) 
o The Planning Commission approved an amendment to the time limits of a Use Permit 

from 24 to 36 months for a renewable biocarbon production facility. The facility is 
operated by California Renewable Carbon, LLC (CRC) in Colusa County at 6229 
Myers Road.  
 

➢ UP-20-01: Janus Solar 
○ The Planning Commission denied certification of Final Environmental Impact Report 

(EIR) and Use Permit for the Janus Solar facility to conduct, operate, maintain and 
eventually decommission a photovoltaic (PV) electrical generating facility, including a 
battery storage system. The project was proposed to generate and store up to 80 
megawatts of electricity on 768 acres southwest of the City of Williams. Denial by the 
Planning Commission was based on concerns regarding the impact of the solar project, 
including inconsistency with the Agricultural Element of the General Plan, visual impact, 
and increased risk of fire emergencies. A hearing is scheduled in February 2024 to appeal 
this decision.  

 Zoning Code Text Amendments: 

 PD-23-24 
○ The Board approved a concurrent Zoning Amendment that changed said land from 

Exclusive Agriculture (E-A) to Light Industrial (M-1) and concurrent General Plan 
Amendment. Please see General Plan Amendment #PD-23-34. 
 

➢  PD-22-30 
○ The Board approved a Zoning Code Text Amendment that added the definition and 

allowable locations of Farm Supply and Feed Stores. This enables Farm Supply, Feed 
Stores and Retail Nurseries to be sited in a limited area of the Forest Residential (F-R) 
Zoning District, contingent on approval of an Administrative Permit. The applicable F-R 
District location is west of Stonyford.  In addition, Farm Supply and Feed Store uses 
were also added to other commercial zoning districts. 

➢ PD-22-26 
○ The Board of Supervisors approved a Zoning Text Amendment providing for the 

inclusion of the Small Residential Agricultural (SRAP) Overlay Zone, which allows 
limited development of single-family residences on smaller than normally permitted 
agriculturally zoned parcels. The change allows for flexibility to preserve or sell historic 
homes in agricultural zones, while safeguarding the continuance of agricultural activity 
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on the parcels. Zoning compliance for this Overlay is achieved through density clustering 
and additional standards to protect surrounding agricultural resources.  

 

Other Projects: 
 
➢ Resolution No. 23-042 

o The Board of Supervisors implemented the AB 1265 process which reduces the length of 
Williamson Act contracts by 10% too allow the recapture of a portion of the lost State 
subvention funding.  County staff  was also directed to take necessary steps to implement 
the AB 1265 process. 

➢ Informal Report: Recreational Vehicles for Temporary Housing 
o The Board of Supervisors directed Planning staff to move forward with Zoning Code text 

amendments to consider expanding the use of recreational vehicles for temporary 
construction housing for large-scale infrastructure projects.   In addition,  allowing 
mobile home parks (including recreational vehicles for temporary housing) within the 
other appropriate zoning districts, including the Light Industrial (M-1) Zoning District, 
will also be considered.  

➢ Contract 23-242: CALFIRE 
o Approval of a contract between the Colusa County Resource Conservation District and 

the County of Colusa to provide consultant support for the County’s CALFIRE County 
Coordinator Grant Program. The contract delineates the roles of both the County and the 
Conservation District to implement and complete the project. The purpose of the project 
is to identify wildfire mitigation groups, agencies, and other partners to compile a 
cohesive list of response avenues for fire emergencies.  
 

➢ Contract 23-112: Adams Ashby Group 
o The Board of Supervisors approved a contract between the County and the Adams Ashby 

group to obtain consulting services for the acquisition of a property under the CDBG 
program. The purchased property will be rehabilitated and leased to support Karen’s 
House, a nonprofit in Colusa County dedicated to aiding and rehoming domestic support 
victims. The project meets the CDBG requirements and National Objectives.   
 

➢ Implementation of the Broadband, CEDS, and the CERF grants. 
o The Department was successful in completing the CEDS and Broadband Strategic Plan.  

Work continues on the CERF project and the Department served on a regional working 
group to: formulate the initial planning efforts; select the Subregional Hub Partner for 
Colusa County; and participate in the review and selection of the Leadership Council. 
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III. General Plan Elements 
 
The General Plan details the County’s guiding principles and blueprint for future development.  
California Government Code Section 65300 et seq. provides direction and specifications for 
the content of the General Plan which includes seven mandatory elements.  The elements may 
be combined or renamed, but basic requirements must be included. An agency may adopt any 
type of optional element, such as an Economic Element, at its discretion.  Only the Housing 
Element must be certified by another agency (i.e., HCD). 
 
The Colusa County General Plan consists of the following 7 mandatory and 4 optional Elements: 
 
• Agriculture Element (optional) 
• Circulation Element 
• Community Character Element (optional) 
• Conservation Element 
• Economic Development Element (optional) 
• Housing Element 
• Land Use Element 
• Noise Element 
• Open Space and Recreation Element 
• Public Services and Facilities Element (optional) 
• Safety Element 
 
Subtopics are included in the elements to meet California’s requirements.  Based upon the 
County’s adoption of an updated Housing Element in 2020, some updates to other elements of 
the General Plan, such as the Safety Element, may be required over the course of the next few 
years.   Please see Appendix “C” for a general description of the various General Plan 
Elements. 
 
IV. General Plan and Zoning Code Updates 
 
As previously mentioned, the County comprehensively updated its General Plan on July 31, 
2012.  One of the follow-up actions was to update the County’s Zoning Code per the direction 
provided in the General Plan.  The County adopted a revised Zoning Code on August 26, 2014.   
 
In 2023, County staff continued to identify and address minor implementation issues based on 
specific projects, compliance activities, and changes in state law that affect these land use 
documents.   Amendments were completed addressing these issues.  This update approach 
continues on an as-needed basis.    
 
V. State Annual General Plan Report Forms 
 
Appendix “B” shows the completed State required reporting forms detailing the issued, finaled, 
and demolished residential housing permits in 2023.  As shown on Table B or Appendix B, in 
2023 one very low income unit (classified as extremely low income), one low income unit, and 
two above moderate income housing units were issued building permits and added to the 
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County’s housing stock for purposes of satisfying the regional housing numbers.  Table 2A of 
Appendix “B” details that a total of 17 new dwelling units were occupied.  This represents a net 
increase of 11 dwelling units as there were 6 dwelling units which were demolished.  

 
VI. Conclusion 
 
The General Plan is the County’s blueprint and guiding vision for future development.  Upkeep 
and maintenance of the General Plan is a continuous process.  The County implements the 
General Plan’s vision on a day-to-day basis in its many planning projects, and strives to include 
the public in the decision-making process.  The County has and continues to find opportunities 
for its citizens to be involved with its planning efforts. 
 
The County participated in many planning activities in 2023, as identified in this report, and 
continued its project review responsibilities to further the General Plan’s goals, policies, 
programs, and implementation measures.  Updates to the remainder of the General Plan and the 
zoning ordinance are expected to continue to move forward in 2024.  
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Jurisdiction Colusa County - Unincorporated

Reporting Year 2023
Housing Element Planning Period 6th Cycle

Current Year
Deed Restricted 0
Non-Deed 
Restricted 1

Deed Restricted 0
Non-Deed 
Restricted 1

Deed Restricted 0
Non-Deed 
Restricted 0

2

4

Units by Structure Type Entitled Permitted Completed

Single-family Attached 0 0 0

Single-family Detached 0 1 9

2 to 4 units per structure 0 0 0

5+ units per structure 0 0 0

Accessory Dwelling Unit 0 1 2

Mobile/Manufactured Home 0 2 7

Total 0 4 18

Infill Housing Developments and Infill Units Permitted # of Projects Units

0 0

4 4

0

0

0

0

0
0

Income Rental Ownership Total
Very Low 0 0 0
Low 0 0 0
Moderate 0 0 0
Above Moderate 0 0 0

Total 0 0 0

Streamlining Provisions Used - Permitted Units # of Projects Units

SB 9 (2021) - Duplex in SF Zone 0 0

(Jan. 1 - Dec. 31)

01/01/2021 - 12/31/2028

Units Constructed - SB 35 Streamlining Permits

Number of SB 35 Streamlining Applications Approved

Very Low

Low

Moderate

Total Housing Applications Submitted:

Number of Proposed Units in All Applications Received:

Total Housing Units Approved:
Total Housing Units Disapproved:

Total Units

Housing Applications Summary

Use of SB 35 Streamlining Provisions - Applications

Note: Units serving extremely low-income households are included in the very low-income permitted units totals

Number of SB 35 Streamlining Applications

Above Moderate

Indicated as Infill

Not Indicated as Infill

Building Permits Issued by Affordability Summary

Income Level

Appendix "B"

Appendix "B" 1 of 9



SB 9 (2021) - Residential Lot Split 0 0
AB 2011 (2022) 0 0
SB 6 (2022) 0 0
SB 35 (2017) 0 0

Ministerial and Discretionary Applications # of Applications Units

Ministerial 0 0
Discretionary 0 0

Density Bonus Applications and Units Permitted

Number of Applications Submitted Requesting a Density Bonus 0

Number of Units in Applications Submitted Requesting a Density Bonus 0

Number of Projects Permitted with a Density Bonus 0
Number of Units in Projects Permitted with a Density Bonus 0

Housing Element Programs Implemented and Sites Rezoned Count

4

0

Programs Implemented

Sites Rezoned to Accommodate the RHNA

Appendix "B"
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Table A2

2 3 5 6

Prior APN+ Current APN Street Address Project Name+ Local Jurisdiction 
Tracking ID

Unit Category               
(SFA,SFD,2 to 
4,5+,ADU,MH)

Tenure

R=Renter
O=Owner

Very Low- 
Income Deed 

Restricted

Very Low- 
Income   Non 

Deed Restricted

Low- Income 
Deed Restricted

Low- Income   
Non Deed 
Restricted

Moderate- 
Income Deed 

Restricted

Moderate- 
Income Non 

Deed Restricted

Above
Moderate-

Income

Entitlement
Date Approved

# of Units issued 
Entitlements

Summary Row: Start Data Entry Below 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
013-126-035-000 013-126-035-000 22 Central St Maxwell, CA 95955 BP-21559 MH O 0
016-230-102-000 016-230-102-000 2472 Engraham Road, Williams, CA 95987 BP-21636 MH O 0
010-073-002-000 010-073-002-000 645 3rd Street, Stonyford, CA 95979 BP-19052 SFD O 0
015-060-091-000 015-060-091-000 2260 LURLINE ROAD COLUSA CA 95932 BP-21806 SFD O 0
022-120-024-000 022-120-024-000 961 Highway 45 Arbuckle, CA 95912 BP-21884 SFD O 0
018-260-080-000 018-260-080-000 6335 Hillgate Rd Arbuckle, CA 95912 BP-21197 MH O 0
010-050-004-000 010-050-004-000 5246 Ladoga Stonyford Road, Stonyford CA 95979 BP-21475 MH O 0
022-120-024-000 022-120-024-000 961 Highway 45 Arbuckle, CA 95912 BP-21844 SFD O 0
016-060-011-000 016-060-011-000 5160 Freshwater Rd Williams, CA 95987 BP-21790 MH O 0
012-070-004-000 012-070-004-000 6135 Norman Rd Princeton, CA 95970 BP-21116 MH O 0
021-270-057-000 021-270-057-000 594 Perkins Road, Arbuckle, CA 95912 BP-21092 MH O 0
021-270-057-000 021-270-057-000 590 Perkins Rd, Arbuckle, CA 95912 BP-21058 MH O 0
016-230-102-000 016-230-102-000 2472 Engraham Road, Williams, CA 95987 BP-21636 MH O 0
017-080-099-000 017-080-099-000 7681 Sycamore Slough Rd Colusa, CA 95932 BP-21050 MH O 0
020-290-029-000 020-290-029-000 1105 Smokey Hollow Dr Arbuckle, CA 95912 BP-20991 SFD O 0
020-290-027-000 020-290-027-000 110 Willow Wood Ct Arbuckle, CA 95912 BP-20993 SFD O 0
020-290-007-000 020-290-007-000 1126 Smokey Hollow Dr Arbuckle, CA 95912 BP-20994 SFD O 0
020-290-005-000 020-290-005-000 1116 Smokey Hollow Dr Arbuckle, CA 95912 BP-20995 SFD O 0
020-290-004-000 020-290-004-000 1112 Smokey Hollow Dr Arbuckle, CA 95912 BP-20996 SFD O 0
020-290-003-000 020-290-003-000 1108 Smokey Hollow Dr Arbuckle, CA 95912 BP-20997 SFD O 0
020-290-002-000 020-290-002-000 1104 Smokey Hollow Dr Arbuckle, CA 95912 BP-20998 SFD O 0
020-290-030-000 020-290-030-000 987 Wildwood Rd Arbuckle, CA 95912 BP-20999 SFD O 0

015-330-139-000 015-330-139-000 3205 Wilson Ave. Colusa, CA 95932 BP-21768 ADU O 0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0

1 4

Annual Building Activity Report Summary - New Construction, Entitled, Permits and Completed Units

Project Identifier Unit Types Affordability by Household Incomes - Completed Entitlement
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Table A2

Annual Building Activity Report Summary - New Construction, Entitled, Permits and Completed Units

8 9

Current APN Street Address Project Name+
Very Low- 

Income Deed 
Restricted

Very Low- 
Income   Non 

Deed Restricted

Low- Income 
Deed 

Restricted

Low- Income   
Non Deed 
Restricted

Moderate- 
Income Deed 

Restricted

Moderate- 
Income Non 

Deed Restricted

Above
Moderate-

Income

Building Permits 
Date Issued

# of Units Issued 
Building Permits 

0 1 0 1 0 0 2 4
013-126-035-000 22 Central St Maxwell, CA 95955 1 3/23/2023 1
016-230-102-000 2472 Engraham Road, Williams, CA 95987 1 5/31/2023 1
010-073-002-000 645 3rd Street, Stonyford, CA 95979 0
015-060-091-000 2260 LURLINE ROAD COLUSA CA 95932 1 10/10/2023 1
022-120-024-000 961 Highway 45 Arbuckle, CA 95912 0
018-260-080-000 6335 Hillgate Rd Arbuckle, CA 95912 0
010-050-004-000 5246 Ladoga Stonyford Road, Stonyford CA 95979 0
022-120-024-000 961 Highway 45 Arbuckle, CA 95912 0
016-060-011-000 5160 Freshwater Rd Williams, CA 95987 0
012-070-004-000 6135 Norman Rd Princeton, CA 95970 0
021-270-057-000 594 Perkins Road, Arbuckle, CA 95912 0
021-270-057-000 590 Perkins Rd, Arbuckle, CA 95912 0
016-230-102-000 2472 Engraham Road, Williams, CA 95987 0
017-080-099-000 7681 Sycamore Slough Rd Colusa, CA 95932 0
020-290-029-000 1105 Smokey Hollow Dr Arbuckle, CA 95912 0
020-290-027-000 110 Willow Wood Ct Arbuckle, CA 95912 0
020-290-007-000 1126 Smokey Hollow Dr Arbuckle, CA 95912 0
020-290-005-000 1116 Smokey Hollow Dr Arbuckle, CA 95912 0
020-290-004-000 1112 Smokey Hollow Dr Arbuckle, CA 95912 0
020-290-003-000 1108 Smokey Hollow Dr Arbuckle, CA 95912 0
020-290-002-000 1104 Smokey Hollow Dr Arbuckle, CA 95912 0
020-290-030-000 987 Wildwood Rd Arbuckle, CA 95912 0

015-330-139-000 3205 Wilson Ave. Colusa, CA 95932 1 8/23/2023 1
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0

7

Project Identifier Affordability by Household Incomes - Building Permits
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Table A2

Annual Building Activity Report Summary - New Construction, Entitled, Permits and Completed Units

11 12

Current APN Street Address Project Name+
Very Low- 

Income Deed 
Restricted

Very Low- 
Income   Non 

Deed 
Restricted

Low- Income 
Deed 

Restricted

Low- Income   
Non Deed 
Restricted

Moderate- 
Income Deed 

Restricted

Moderate- 
Income Non 

Deed Restricted

Above
Moderate-

Income

Certificates of 
Occupancy or other 
forms of readiness          
(see instructions)    

Date Issued

# of  Units 
issued 

Certificates of 
Occupancy or 
other forms of 

readiness

0 1 0 1 0 1 14 17
013-126-035-000 22 Central St Maxwell, CA 95955 1 7/21/2023 1
016-230-102-000 2472 Engraham Road, Williams, CA 95987 1 9/25/2023 1
010-073-002-000 645 3rd Street, Stonyford, CA 95979 1 8/8/2023 1
015-060-091-000 2260 LURLINE ROAD COLUSA CA 95932 0
022-120-024-000 961 Highway 45 Arbuckle, CA 95912 0
018-260-080-000 6335 Hillgate Rd Arbuckle, CA 95912 0
010-050-004-000 5246 Ladoga Stonyford Road, Stonyford CA 95979 0
022-120-024-000 961 Highway 45 Arbuckle, CA 95912 0
016-060-011-000 5160 Freshwater Rd Williams, CA 95987 0
012-070-004-000 6135 Norman Rd Princeton, CA 95970 1 3/21/2023 1
021-270-057-000 594 Perkins Road, Arbuckle, CA 95912 1 10/12/2023 1
021-270-057-000 590 Perkins Rd, Arbuckle, CA 95912 1 10/4/2023 1
016-230-102-000 2472 Engraham Road, Williams, CA 95987 1 9/25/2023 1
017-080-099-000 7681 Sycamore Slough Rd Colusa, CA 95932 1 2/8/2023 1
020-290-029-000 1105 Smokey Hollow Dr Arbuckle, CA 95912 1 8/29/2023 1
020-290-027-000 110 Willow Wood Ct Arbuckle, CA 95912 1 8/29/2023 1
020-290-007-000 1126 Smokey Hollow Dr Arbuckle, CA 95912 1 8/29/2023 1
020-290-005-000 1116 Smokey Hollow Dr Arbuckle, CA 95912 1 8/29/2023 1
020-290-004-000 1112 Smokey Hollow Dr Arbuckle, CA 95912 1 8/29/2023 1
020-290-003-000 1108 Smokey Hollow Dr Arbuckle, CA 95912 1 8/29/2023 1
020-290-002-000 1104 Smokey Hollow Dr Arbuckle, CA 95912 1 8/29/2023 1
020-290-030-000 987 Wildwood Rd Arbuckle, CA 95912 1 8/29/2023 1
015-330-139-000 3205 Wilson Ave. Colusa, CA 95932 1 11/28/2023 1

0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0

Affordability by Household Incomes - Certificates of Occupancy

10

Project Identifier
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Table A2
Annual Building Activity Report Summary - New Construction, Entitled, Permits and Completed Units

Streamlining Infill
Housing without Financial 

Assistance or Deed 
Restrictions

Term of Affordability 
or Deed Restriction

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24

Current APN Street Address Project Name+

How many of 
the units were 
Extremely Low 

Income?

Please select the 
streamlining 
provision the 
project was 
APPROVED 

pursuant to. (may 
select multiple)

Infill Units?

Y/N+

Assistance Programs 
for Each Development
(may select multiple - 

see instructions)

Deed Restriction 
Type

(may select multiple 
- see instructions)

For units affordable without 
financial assistance or deed 
restrictions, explain how the 
locality determined the units 

were affordable
(see instructions)

Term of Affordability or 
Deed Restriction (years) 
(if affordable in perpetuity 

enter 1000)+ 

Number of 
Demolished/Destroyed 

Units

Demolished or 
Destroyed Units

Demolished/De
stroyed Units    

Owner or 
Renter

Total Density Bonus Applied 
to the Project (Percentage 

Increase in Total Allowable 
Units or Total Maximum 

Allowable Residential Gross 
Floor Area)

Number of Other 
Incentives, 

Concessions, Waivers, 
or Other Modifications 

Given to the Project 
(Excluding Parking 
Waivers or Parking 

Reductions)

List the incentives, 
concessions, 
waivers, and 
modifications 

(Excluding Parking 
Waivers or Parking 

Modifications)

Did the project receive a 
reduction or waiver of 

parking standards? (Y/N)

1 6

013-126-035-000 22 Central St Maxwell, CA 95955 NONE N
Permit Valuation and 

Development Cost

016-230-102-000 2472 Engraham Road, Williams, CA 95987 NONE N

010-073-002-000 645 3rd Street, Stonyford, CA 95979 NONE N 1 Demolished O

015-060-091-000 2260 LURLINE ROAD COLUSA CA 95932 NONE N

022-120-024-000 961 Highway 45 Arbuckle, CA 95912 NONE N 1 Demolished O

018-260-080-000 6335 Hillgate Rd Arbuckle, CA 95912 NONE N 1 Demolished O

010-050-004-000 5246 Ladoga Stonyford Road, Stonyford CA 95979 NONE N 1 Demolished O

022-120-024-000 961 Highway 45 Arbuckle, CA 95912 NONE N 1 Demolished O

016-060-011-000 5160 Freshwater Rd Williams, CA 95987 NONE N 1 Demolished O

012-070-004-000 6135 Norman Rd Princeton, CA 95970 NONE N
Permit Valuation and 

Development Cost

021-270-057-000 594 Perkins Road, Arbuckle, CA 95912 NONE N

021-270-057-000 590 Perkins Rd, Arbuckle, CA 95912 NONE N

016-230-102-000 2472 Engraham Road, Williams, CA 95987 NONE N

017-080-099-000 7681 Sycamore Slough Rd Colusa, CA 95932 NONE N

020-290-029-000 1105 Smokey Hollow Dr Arbuckle, CA 95912 NONE Y

020-290-027-000 110 Willow Wood Ct Arbuckle, CA 95912 NONE Y

020-290-007-000 1126 Smokey Hollow Dr Arbuckle, CA 95912 NONE Y

020-290-005-000 1116 Smokey Hollow Dr Arbuckle, CA 95912 NONE Y

020-290-004-000 1112 Smokey Hollow Dr Arbuckle, CA 95912 NONE Y

020-290-003-000 1108 Smokey Hollow Dr Arbuckle, CA 95912 NONE Y

020-290-002-000 1104 Smokey Hollow Dr Arbuckle, CA 95912 NONE Y

020-290-030-000 987 Wildwood Rd Arbuckle, CA 95912 NONE Y

015-330-139-000 3205 Wilson Ave. Colusa, CA 95932 1 NONE N
Permit Valuation and 

Development Cost

Housing with Financial Assistance 
and/or Deed Restrictions

Demolished/Destroyed Units Density BonusProject Identifier
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Jurisdiction
Colusa County - 
Unincorporated ANNUAL ELEMENT PROGRESS REPORT

Reporting Year 2023 (Jan. 1 - Dec. 31) Housing Element Implementation
Planning Period 6th Cycle 01/01/2021 - 12/31/2028

1 Projection Period 3 4

RHNA Allocation by 
Income Level

Projection Period - 
01/01/2019-
12/31/2020

2021 2022 2023 2024 2025 2026 2027 2028  
Total Units to 

Date (all years)

Total Remaining 
RHNA by Income 

Level

Deed Restricted                               -                             -                             -                             -                             -                             -                             -                             -                             -                             -   
Non-Deed Restricted                                3                            1                            1                            1                           -                             -                             -                             -                             -                             -   
Deed Restricted                               -                             -                             -                             -                             -                             -                             -                             -                             -                             -   
Non-Deed Restricted                              10                            9                            1                            1                           -                             -                             -                             -                             -                             -   
Deed Restricted                               -                             -                             -                             -                             -                             -                             -                             -                             -                             -   
Non-Deed Restricted                                4                            1                            5                           -                             -                             -                             -                             -                             -                             -   

Above Moderate                                      211                                7                          10                            2                            2                           -                             -                             -                             -                             -                             -                            21                                190 

                                     526 
                             24                          21                            9                            4                           -                             -                             -                             -                             -                             -                            58                        468 

5 6 7
Extremely low-Income 

Need
2021 2022 2023 2024 2025 2026 2027 2028  

Total Units to 
Date

Total Units 
Remaining

                                       57                           -                              1                            1                           -                             -                             -                             -                             -                             -                              2                          55 

                                 70 

Please note: For the last year of the 5th cycle, Table B will only include units that were permitted during the portion of the year that was in the 5th cycle. For the first year of the 6th 
cycle, Table B will only include units that were permitted since the start of the planning period. Projection Period units are in a separate column.

Total RHNA
Total Units

Income Level

Very Low

Low

Extremely Low-Income Units*

Note: units serving extremely low-income households are included in the very low-income RHNA progress and must be reported as very low-income units in section 7 of Table A2. They must also be reported in the extremely 
low-income category (section 13) in Table A2 to be counted as progress toward meeting the extremely low-income housing need determined pursuant to Government Code 65583(a)(1).

*Extremely low-income houisng need determined pursuant to Government Code 65583(a)(1). Value in Section 5 is default value, assumed to be half of the very low-income RHNA. May be overwritten. 

Progress toward extremely low-income housing need, as determined pursuant to Government Code 65583(a)(1).

Please note: The APR form can only display data for one planning period. To view progress for a different planning period, you may login to HCD's online APR system, or contact 
HCD staff at apr@hcd.ca.gov.

                               100 

                           6 

This table is auto-populated once you enter your jurisdiction name and current year data. Past 
year information comes from previous APRs.

                         10 
Moderate

                                     114 

                                       91 

                                     110 

Please contact HCD if your data is different than the material supplied here

                         21 

2

Table B
Regional Housing Needs Allocation Progress

Permitted Units Issued by Affordability

                               108 
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Jurisdiction Colusa County - Unincorporated
Reporting Year 2023 (Jan. 1 - Dec. 31)

1 2 3 4

Name of Program Objective Timeframe in H.E Status of Program Implementation
Program HO 3‐8 Annual Report Prepare Annual Report By April 1 Each Year On-Going

Program HO 3-14 Farm Labor Housing and Employee Housing
Ensure Conformity with State 
Requirements

Within One Year Completed, Zoning Code was consistent

Program HO 3-1 Local Agency Accessory Dwelling Units Increase Flexibily for ADU's Within One Year
Processed Zoning Ordinance Amendement to allow Tiny Homes as an ADU.  
Also streamed line permit process so that it is over the counter and through the 
use of our on-line portal.

Policy HO - 2: Encourage rehabilitation of homes in 
deteriorated condition

Retain Housing Stock N/A
Amended General Plan and Zoning Ordinance to allow the creation of small ag 
lots to preserve historic farm house from demolition.

ANNUAL ELEMENT PROGRESS REPORT
Housing Element Implementation

Housing Programs Progress Report  
Describe progress of all programs including local efforts to remove governmental constraints to the maintenance, improvement, and development of housing as identified in the housing element.

Table D
Program Implementation Status pursuant to GC Section 65583
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Jurisdiction
Colusa County - 
Unincorporated ANNUAL ELEMENT PROGRESS REPORT

Reporting Period 2023 (Jan. 1 - Dec. 31)

Planning Period 6th Cycle 01/01/2021 - 12/31/2028

NoDoes the Jurisdiction have a local tenant preference policy? 

If the jurisdiction has a local tenant preference policy, provide a link to 
the jurisdiction's webpage on their internet website containing 
authorizing local ordinance and supporting materials.

Notes

Table K
Tenent Preference Policy

Local governments are required to inform HCD about any local tenant preference ordinance the local government maintains when the jurisdiction submits their annual progress report on housing approvals and production, per Government Code 7061 (SB 649, 2022, Cortese). 
Effective January 1, 2023, local governments adopting a tenant preference are required to create a webpage on their internet website containing authorizing local ordinance and supporting materials, no more than 90 days after the ordinance becomes operational.
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APPENDIX “C” 
Description of Colusa County’s General Plan Elements 
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Agriculture Element 

Agriculture and the related agricultural industries help define the character of Colusa County and 
are essential to Colusa County’s economy.  The Agriculture Element sets goals, objectives and 
policies for the protection of agricultural lands, the expansion of agricultural operations, and to 
minimize conflicts between agricultural and non-agricultural land uses.   

The policies in the Agriculture Element seek to preserve and protect agricultural land and 
maintain agriculture as the County’s most critical land use and resource.  By monitoring the 
conversion of agricultural lands located outside of urban and urban reserve areas to non-
agricultural uses utilizing the policies in this element the County is able to ensure the protection 
of the County’s greatest natural asset, its agricultural lands. 

Circulation Element 

Colusa County’s preservation of agricultural land and the concentration of growth within 
established urban areas have created a unique transportation system.  Most travel in the County is 
by automobile on the rural roadway network and mainly serves the small communities and 
agricultural uses. 

The Circulation Element provides policies for decisions concerning the countywide 
transportation system.  This element is closely correlated with the Land Use, Housing, Open 
Space, Noise, and Safety Elements as well as the Colusa County Regional Transportation Plan. 

Projects are reviewed to minimize impacts, provide for parking, and optimize transportation 
access.  When applicable, implementation of appropriate transportation control measures to 
reduce vehicle miles traveled and traffic congestion are required.   

As a Regional Transportation Planning Agency, the Colusa County Transportation Commission 
continues to work with the cities of Colusa and Williams as well as CalTrans and the US Forest 
Service to provide and sustain a viable rural public transportation system and is currently in the 
process of updating its Regional Transportation Plan.  The Colusa County Transit Agency 
continues to provide transit services throughout the County and beyond.   

Community Character Element 

The rural character, small-town feel, and quality of life that distinguish the individual 
unincorporated communities are unique to Colusa County.  The Community Character Element 
builds on the Land Use Element and identifies desired characteristics and mix of uses with the 
County’s individual communities by identifying the relationship between its residents and the 
built environment. 

The element’s policies ensure the protection of the rural qualities that make the County’s 
communities unique.  Each development project is reviewed to ensure the needs, challenges, and 
opportunities unique to the individual community are addressed. 
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With the Sites Reservoir project moving forward General Plan policies are in place that will 
ensure the community of Maxwell will be able to capitalize on economic development 
opportunities created by increased visitors to the area, while maintaining the character of the 
community.  By emphasizing aesthetic and design standards, the historic character of Maxwell 
will be maintained while also being the gateway to recreation opportunities in the western 
portion of the County. 

Conservation Element 

Colusa County is home to a wide array of natural resources, waterways, wildlife habitat and 
historical resources.  The Conservation Element addresses the conservation, development and 
utilization of natural resources which includes forests, soils, rivers and other waters, wildlife, 
and minerals.  Energy conservation, air quality, and the preservation of cultural and historical 
resources are addressed. Potential impacts on biological, cultural, and visual resources are 
analyzed for projects and programs through environmental review processes.   

Mineral resource development is encouraged.  The County reviews projects to ensure 
compliance with the Surface Mining and Reclamation Act (SMARA) and other regulations 
providing oversight for reclamation plans.  The Use Permit process for establishment of natural 
gas wells in the County allows for the review needed to make sure that wildlife, water, 
agriculture, and other environmental factors are not adversely affected.  These policies ensure 
the protection of mineral and natural gas resources while avoiding land use conflicts from 
mining and resource extraction activities.  The County continues to work with State and Federal 
agencies to encourage appropriate mineral production. 

The Environmental Health Division provides oversight and permitting for potable water and 
wastewater treatment systems in order to ensure a sustainable and long-term supply of safe and 
reliable water that supports the needs of County residents, businesses, and agricultural 
operations.  Individual projects are reviewed to ensure that they do not adversely impact 
groundwater quality or quantity.   

The County continues to consult with tribal intergovernmental representatives to conserve and 
protect cultural and historical resources.  Cooperation with the two incorporated cities, special 
districts, and State and Federal agencies continues to preserve the County’s cultural heritage, 
historical and archaeological structures, sites, and landmarks. 

Economic Development Element 

Colusa County recognizes the importance of supporting existing and local business while 
broadening the economy to meet the needs of a growing population.  The Economic 
Development Element supports the County’s agricultural heritage while encouraging 
development of new businesses, such as distribution, production, and packaging that are related 
to the agricultural and farm operations prevalent in Colusa County. 
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The County’s CDBG program is administered by the Community Development Department’s 
Community and Economic Development Unit. The Community and Economic Development 
Unit is currently working with the Community Economic Development Committee on 
updates/revisions to the County’s existing CDBG programs as needed.  In addition, the County 
continues to partner with other local economic development partners to capitalize on economic 
development resources to continue to attract business and development. 

Housing Element 

Meeting the housing needs of Colusa County’s residents as well as accommodating the 
unincorporated County’s share of regional housing needs in an important goal for the County. 

The Housing Element works to provide housing for all of the community, and addresses the 
needs of specified populations.  The current Housing Element was adopted in 2020, which was 
certified by HCD the next update being due in 2028.   The County continually strives to 
support access to safe and decent housing for all income groups. 

The County continues to work with service providers to provide for the needs of lower- 
income households, the disabled, and other special needs populations, per the direction 
provided in the Housing Element.   

Land Use Element 

Colusa County has a strong commitment to ensuring that the County’s rural quality of life will be 
maintained, its agricultural heritage will be preserved, and its economic base will grow. 

The Land Use Element provides for the preservation of the rural and agricultural character of 
Colusa County while allowing for economic development.  The Land Use Map depicts the 
County’s vision for how open space, agricultural, commercial, industrial, and other uses will 
occur in the County.  Residential and commercial growth is focused in and around existing 
communities.  Industrial uses will occur near the primary transportation corridors and on 
agricultural lands, when the uses directly relate to agricultural activities. 

Land use designations are specified, defined, and mapped in the Land Use Maps.  The land use 
designations correspond to the County’s zoning districts.  Public services and utilities are also 
addressed in the Land Use Element.  Development in and around existing towns is encouraged, 
which is where most building permits are issued.  Potential impacts from new development are 
assessed under CEQA.  

The County actively participates in the Sites Project Joint Powers Authority to plan and develop 
the Sites Reservoir.  With the continued momentum of the Sites Reservoir Project the Land Use 
Element contains Goals, Objectives, and Policies to provide for orderly, well-planned, and 
compatible growth associated with the Sites Reservoir and surrounding area. When the final 
boundaries for the Sites Reservoir are determined a Site’s Area Plan will be developed to guide 
land uses for that area. 
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Noise Element 

Noise in Colusa County is generated by a variety of sources such as; vehicle traffic, airport 
operations, agricultural activities, and industrial operations.  Colusa County aims to protect its 
residents and visitors from the harmful and annoying effects of exposure to excessive noise. 

The Noise Element contains goals and policies that seek to reduce community exposure to 
excessive noise levels through the establishment of noise level standards for a variety of land 
uses.  Table N-1 and Table N-2 of the Noise Element provide performance standards and 
maximum allowable noise exposure levels for the County.  Through the review of development 
projects and the CEQA process Colusa County prevents incompatible land uses from 
encroaching upon existing or planned noise-producing agriculture, industries, airports and other 
sources. 

Open Space and Recreation Element 

Colusa County’s greatest assets are its rural atmosphere, open space, wildlife refuges, rivers and 
scenic vistas.  Representing over 75 percent of the land base, agriculture vastly contributes to the 
County’s open space character.  There is a great many opportunities for outdoor recreational 
activities in Colusa County including; hunting, fishing, camping, OHV use, bicycling, hiking, 
bird watching, and boating to name just a few.   

Park facilities and recreational opportunities cannot exist without open space.  The Open Space 
and Recreation Element provides goals and policies addressing parks and recreation issues.  This 
element works hand in hand with the Agricultural Element which is a critical part of preserving 
the County’s vast open space agricultural land base.  This ensures a balance between open space 
preservation with the economic needs of the County. 

The County continues to encourage the expansion of access to the Sacramento River, the 
Mendocino National Forest, and East Park Reservoir.  East Park Reservoir is operated and 
maintained by the Public Works Department.   Public Works staff continues to market East Park 
Reservoir through social media and other outlets promoting its recreational possibilities and 
thereby increasing its popularity and usage.   

Public Services and Facilities Element 

Colusa County has various local public agencies and special districts that provide a range of 
utilities and public services that are an important part in maintaining the high quality of life in 
the County.  These services include water supply, wastewater disposal service, solid waste 
services, fire protection and emergency medical services, law enforcement, schools libraries and 
museums, and county government services.   The Public Services and Facilities Element 
provides goals and policies addressing these special districts and services in order to facilitate the 
expansion and the efficiency of the services they provide.  
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Safety Element 

The Safety Element works to reduce hazards regarding air quality, floods, wildfires, geology 
and seismicity, noise, and airport operations.  The County evaluates air quality issues for 
major discretionary projects consulting with the Colusa County Air Pollution Control District.  
Building permits and other development proposals are reviewed for flooding, fire, and faulting 
hazards.  As part of the development review process, new development and expansion 
proposals near the Colusa County Airport as well as private airstrips are reviewed for 
consistency with setbacks, land use restrictions, and height as determined by the Federal 
Aviation Administration (FAA) and the Colusa County Airport Land Use Commission.  
FEMA Flood Maps for the Maxwell area, Williams area, and Arbuckle area were updated in 
2015.  DWR and FEMA Conducted a community assistance audit in 2021.  As a result, the 
County has updated the Flood Damage Prevention Ordinance in 2022 and FEMA has updated 
the Flood Maps throughout the County with the news maps becoming effective March 27, 
2024.  




